
International Journal of Future Generation Communication and Networking 

Vol. 13, No. 3, (2020), pp. 3572–3579 

3572 
ISSN: 2233-7857 IJFGCN 

Copyright ⓒ2020 SERSC 

Vibration Based Energy Harvesting Arrangement For Bridge Fitness 

Check Application 
 

Anju Sharma1, Ritesh Yadav1, Santosh Pawar2 and Kamal Kumar Kushwaha3 

 
1Department of Physics, Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam University, Indore (M.P.) -452016, India 

2Department of Electronics & Communication Engineering, Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam 

University Indore (M.P.) -452016, India 
3Department of Physics, Government Engineering College, Jabalpur (M.P.) - 482002, India 

 

Abstract: 

 

The work present in the paper is to design the device, construction, and testing of an 
electromagnetic inertial micro power generation structure for foraging the extremely short-

amplitude, short-frequency and non-periodic vibrations obtain on bridges. The constructed replica 

can produce a peak power of W55.57  and a standard power of W35.2  from an input 

acceleration of 2/541.0 sm  at frequency Hz00.2 . The generator is competent of operating above 

an unequaled big acceleration 2/9.9541.0 sm  as well as frequency array 30.00Hz till  exclusive of 

any alterations or correction. Foragingenergy from random vibrations is exhibited by means of an 

acceleration recording from a highway skyway bridge. 

Keywords--- Vibration Energy Harvesting, Vibration Foraging, Frequency Up-Conversion, 

Parametric Generator 
 

Introduction 

 
Our social orders work with the guide of tremendous systems of infrastructure like structures, highways, 

bridges, dams, and railroads. Notwithstanding, the wellbeing and execution of common infrastructure 

is seriously undermanaged. As of July 2017, the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, 
Government of India The road ministry has completed safety audit of 1,60,186 bridges in the country 

of these 147 bridges were found to be dilapidated condition and calls for immediate attention [1]. 

Endeavors to create digital based systems to screen basic infrastructure have been progressing for a long 

while [2]. These systems would permit more exhaustive and thorough tracking of bridge execution while 
diminishing the expenses related with manual investigation. One of the principle challenges with this 

methodology rests in the wires used to course power and data from the sensors to the preparing point 

since wires are truly physically susceptible and costly to introduce and to keep up [3]. This expense can 
be moderated with the utilization of remote innovation. Powering a conveyed system of remote sensors 

over a bridge stays an issue. Customary wired power isn't practical and battery substitution is costly and 

places limits on sensor areas. This makes energy harvesting modernizationtechnology significant in 

these systems.  
The work of this paper is aim to present the replica, construction, and testing of an inertial micro 

power generation framework for scavenging traffic-prompted bridge vibrations. An electromagnetic 

Parametric Frequency Increased Generator (PFIG) [4] combined with a hybrid breed power the board 
framework is utilized to gather the extremely short-amplitude, short-frequency, and non-periodic 

vibrations obtain on bridges. 

 

 

 

Qualities Of Bridge Vibrations  

 
The plan of the mechanical harvester is guided by increasing speed information (Figure 1) gathered 

from a run of the mill interstate flyover steel brace solid deck composite structure situated in Panipat, 

Haryana. A tri-hub accelerometer (Crossbow CXL02TG3) was tested at 100Hz. There were 20 
estimation focuses on the bridge. Increasing speed chronicles were made under routine traffic loads. 
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The waveform in Figure 1 is common of the staying 19 sensor areas where top speeding up was likewise 
in the 10-35mg (1mg = 9.8 x 10-3m/s2) territory. What's more, the figure shows the frequency reaction 

of thevibrations. The ghostly substance is for the most part contained inside the short finish of the 

frequency range (2-30Hz) with no recognizable pinnacle. This information shows that a full harvester 

approach won't be compelling in this application.  

 

 
 

Figure 1: Vibration data from an archetypal bridge demonstrating the amplitude of the acceleration and 

the frequency retort of the waveform. The traffic-induced vibrations are miniature in amplitude 
withshort in frequency. 

 

Harvester Design And Fabrication  

 

The mechanical harvester is planned as a Parametric Frequency Increased Generator (PFIG). The PFIG 

is a non-full design (Figure 2.1) where a bi-stable short-frequency mechanical structure is utilized to 

actuate high-frequency mechanical motions in an electromechanical scrounger.  

 
Figure 2.1: Parametric Frequency Increased Generator (PFIG) architecture 

 

By up-changing over the surrounding vibration frequency, the PFIG accomplishes better 
electromechanical coupling and effectiveness. The PFIG can work over a wide band of frequencies 

since it doesn't depend on full intensification. An enormous inertial mass is utilized to couple dynamic 

vitality from the surrounding inside the generator structure, and pass a segment of it to one of two 
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Frequency Increased Generators (FIGs), which at that point convert this mechanical vitality to electrical 
by means of electromagnetic enlistment. Two FIGs are put on either side of the inertial mass, arranged 

to confront one another. Connected to the base of the FIG spring is a NdFeB magnet for power age, 

while on top, a littler magnet is utilized to create an attractive power so as to lock the FIG and the 

inertial mass together. The activity of the PFIG is delineated in Figure 2.2.  
 

 
Figure 2.2: Demonstration of the technique of operation 

 
The generator works with the ultimate objective that the inertial mass moves forward and backward 

between the two FIG generators, affixing alluringly. As the inertial mass shifts, it drags the FIG spring 

along. As the powers on the FIG/inertial mass structure overpower the holding alluring power, the 
inertial mass pulls back and is pulled to the limiting FIG. The freed device by and by resonates at its 

high trademark frequency changing over the set aside mechanical essentialness in its spring, to 

electrical. This method is thusly repeated the other way. 

A representation of the physical usage of the PFIG is appeared in Figure 3. The generator is housed 
inside an aluminum fenced in area. A huge tungsten carbide (WC) inertial mass can be found in the 

center suspended on either side utilizing copper springs. The two FIGs (top and base) encompass the 

inertial mass. Every FIG comprises of an aluminum external case with an opening drilled through the 
center, where an auxiliary nook containing the transduction segments can move.  

 
 

Figure 3: Reasonable chart of the bridge harvester usage. The WC inertial mass is suspended on two 
copper springs in the center. The FIGs are appeared on top and base, braced utilizing setscrews inside 

a holding apparatus. 

 
This interior transducer compartment is held set up by setscrews from every one of the four sides. The 

mobile transducer is important so as to change the harmony position of the PFIG and expel the 

inclination because of gravity.  



International Journal of Future Generation Communication and Networking 

Vol. 13, No. 3, (2020), pp. 3572–3579 

3575 
ISSN: 2233-7857 IJFGCN 

Copyright ⓒ2020 SERSC 

 
Figure 4: Snap illustrates a shut of the manufactured FIG and variable transducer. 

 

A nearby of one of the manufactured FIGs can be found in Figure 4. The springs for both the FIG as 

well as the inertial mass are fabricated out of m250  thick copper mixture. The copper is designed 

utilizing a twofold sided splash scratching process. NdFeB magnets are clung to the FIG springs 

utilizing cyanoacrylate. The spring is braced set up utilizing a fastened the aluminum ring. Loops are 

twisted from 50μm breadth plated copper wire around exceptionally machined aluminum bobbins and 
tightened place inside the transducer compartment. 

The completed PFIG measures 3.35 cm in breadth and are 7.35 cm tall. The inner volume of the gadget, 

highlighting the entirety of the transduction systems, the inertial mass, and the entirety of the space 
required for the segments to move is 44 cm3 (68 including the packaging). The completed gadget 

appears in Figure 5. 

 
Figure 5: Snap illustrates the fulfilled PFIG 

 

Harvester Testing And Results  

 

The harvester was tried on an APS Dynamics APS113 long-stroke straight shaker. An Agilent 33250A 
sign generator was utilized to create the driving waveform. This waveform was then intensified utilizing 

an APS Model 124 intensifier and took care of into the shaker table. The resultant acceleration was 

observed utilizing an ADXL203 accelerometer. The exhibition of the PFIG was broke down under 
sinusoidal excitation. Every FIG was stacked with a 1.5k resistor so as to coordinate its yield impedance. 

The structured harvester can work down to 55mg. This is near the range of acceleration found on run 

of the mill bridges. Figure 6 shows the activity of the PFIG at its base acceleration level from a 5Hz 
sinusoidal sign. The two plots show the voltage produced by every FIG over the heap resistor. By taking 

a gander at the voltage waveform it becomes clear where the inertial mass appends to every FIG, and 

where the mass separates and goes to the contradicting gadget.  
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Figure 6. Oscilloscope recording indicating the parametric generator activity from 55mg at 5 Hz. The 

top and base voltage waveforms compare to the top and base FIG gadgets as the inertial mass snaps to 
and fro between them. 

The frequency reaction to an acceleration range of 0.054-1g was estimated and the outcomes are 

introduced in Figure 7. This is a range of very nearly two full significant degrees, which comprises an 
extraordinary activity range. These estimations were performed with no changes or tuning to the PFIG. 

At 55mg the shaker table can be precisely controlled down to 2Hz. At this frequency, the PFIG produces 

a normal power of W35.2  ( W57  pinnacle power).  

 
Figure 7. Frequency retort of the PFIG generator at various vibration amplitudes. The PFIG generator 
can work over a phenomenal acceleration range of almost 2 significant degrees. 

 

Harvester System Design  

 

The electrical vitality created by the PFIG isn't in a structure usable by most electronic gadgets. The 

rotating (AC) voltage needs to, at the very least, be changed over to a consistent (DC) voltage. 
Moreover, the voltage levels created by the PFIG are generally short. Along these lines, a circuit that 

supports the voltage to a proper worth ought to follow the amendment stage. The vital yield voltage for 

the power the board framework is application dependant. So as to legitimately power a portion of the 

further developed incorporated circuits, ~1V is required, though in the event that the voltage is utilized 
for charging a supercapacitor or battery-powered battery, at that point, it should be in the ~3-4V range. 

So as to keep away from the mind-boggling exchanging related with the run of the mill DC-DC 

converters, a charge siphon is supported in this usage. The exchanging is less mind-boggling and should 
be possible with as meager as one planning signal. It bodes well while seeking a charge siphon way to 
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deal with consolidating the amendment in a solitary unit. This sort of circuit is regularly alluded to as a 
voltage multiplier and at its center is basically a course of single wave rectifiers.  

The plan of the full vitality harvesting framework has appeared in Figure 8. A 6 phase Cockcroft-Walton 

(CW) multiplier is joined to every one of the two FIGs. Schottky diodes (BAT54WS) and 10μF 

capacitors are utilized to develop the multiplier stages. The yield of the two multipliers is fell to 
additionally expand the voltage and to consolidate the two yields into one. The subsequent charge is 

put away on a 47μF electrolytic capacitor. The practicality of joining a heap and powering it utilizing 

rummaged vitality is shown utilizing a ring oscillator. The oscillator is made out of 3 NC7SP04 
inverters. 

 
Figure 8: A fundamental power the board system is amassed on a breadboard. Every FIG is associated 
with a 6-phase Cockroft-Walton multiplier. The yield of these multipliers is fell and put away on a 

capacitor. The charged capacitor can be utilized to power a ring oscillator. 

 

Harvester System Results  

 

So as to demonstrate the practicality of scavenging and utilizing the vibration energy found on bridges, 

the harvester system was appended to the shaker table and exposed to bridge-like vibrations. The 
aftereffect of this test is appeared in Figure 9. A 20-second example from the bridge acceleration 

information was put away in a capacity generator and used to drive the shaker table. The acceleration 

created by the shaker table can be found in Figure 9a (unique bridge information appeared in figure 

embed). The base acceleration at which the PFIG can work is as yet higher than the bridge vibrations 
and the effectiveness of the underlying power the executive’s circuit is short. So as to oblige this, testing 

was performed at enhanced acceleration levels contrasted and the first bridge information. The voltage 

on the capacity capacitor toward the finish of the multiplier is appeared in Figure 9b.  
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Figure 9: The PFIG can forage non-periodic wide-band vibrations. a) A chronicle of the acceleration 

used to drive the PFIG (this is an intensified sign estimated on a highway skyway bridge). b) Voltage 

of the capacity capacitor ascending after some time. c) Unregulated power is utilized to drive the ring 
oscillator. 

A few waves can be seen on the rising voltage. The waves were brought about by the parasitic related 

with the circuit releasing the capacitor in the bits of time where there was a hole between acceleration 
spikes. Figure 9c shows the yield of the ring oscillator, which was associated with the multiplier by 

means of a press button switch. The swaying of the heap gadget rots since the voltage yield from the 

capacity capacitor was not directed. This test shows the activity of a vibration harvester from arbitrary 

(non-occasional) traffic-incited bridge vibrations. Furthermore, the power transformation system shows 
just because that the rotting voltage delivered by PFIG activity could be amended, supported, and put 

away.  

 

Conclusion  

 

The paper presents the replica, manufacture, and testing of an electromagnetic inertial micro power 
generation system for foraging the extremely short-amplitude, short-frequency, and non-periodic 

bridge vibrations. The devise of the system depended on an investigation of the encompassing condition 

found on a well known sort of bridge. The created gadget can produce a pinnacle power of W55.57  

and a normal power of W35.2  from an information acceleration of 2/541.0 sm  at only Hz00.2 . The 

gadget transmission capacity at 55mg is 18Hz. The complete volume of the generator is 68 cm3.  

The generator is equipped for working over a remarkably enormous acceleration range i.e.
2/9.9541.0 sm  and frequency range ( 30.00Hz till ) with no alterations or tuning. Rummaging energy 

from self-assertive vibrations was exhibited by utilizing an acceleration recording from a genuine 

bridge, and by repeating a similar situation on a shaker table. Headway in innovation has decreased the 

size and power utilization of wireless sensor hubs (WSNs), which prompts the chance of a battery's 
supplanting with elective power sources, for example, energy harvesters. For WSNs, harvesting energy 

from surrounding vibration has incredible guarantees, which are sensibly adequate to work the vast 

majority of the monetarily accessible remote acceleration sensor hubs. 
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