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Abstract 

 ñInternet is one of the important tools utilized by the students and faculties for learning purpose in 

education. In particular, the internet is a precious asset of facts utilized by student in quizzes, 
assignments and projects. Many scholastic and research organization provide internet service to 

scholars, instructors as well as analysts. From the literature survey, we observed that only a minimum 

analysis has done been done regarding the comparative trial of internet utilization among scholars. 
This research paper is an investigation on the impact of internet utilization and the overall 

perceptions regarding the internet utilization among students coming from various disciplines like 

Engineering, Science and Humanities at the Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT), Vellore. VIT 

students have now turned their contemplation to the utilize of internet for the motive of studying, 
conducting research and acquiring general facts. The study therefore is an attempt access the efficacy 

of the utilize of internet services and how it affects studentôs educational attainment. The research 

design acquired was the survey method using questionnaires as the instrument for data collection. 
The population of the study was the entire students of the institute. The valuable feedback received 

from students will help studentôs community to perceive the benefits of internet in their education.ò 

The study could be favorable for scholars as well as for the academic institution. 

Keywords- Internet Usage, Chi-Square Test, Descriptive Data Analysis, Impact of Internet Resources, 

Educational resources 

I. INTRODUCTION 

Internet has become a supreme medium of communication as well as for “education, analysis, 
amusement etc. The impacts of heavy internet usage especially for students. Education institutions 

utilize the internet to deliver online course and course material to students. The use of internet in 

educational environment has enabled convenient ingress to many resources. Most of the students 
prefer their projects   through internet because it is the convenient, rapid and inexpensive ways of 

accessing necessary fact. Students can get tuition online and they can watch videos on YouTube 

related to their education. Internet does much more than knowledge dissemination in the field of 

education, entertainment, communication and shopping etc. 

A.  Statement of the Problem 

Students of VIT access the internet for education, entertainment, communication, news and research. 

The research study is design to encounter what is the reason for using internet, maximum time spent 

on internet. The research study is also confined to investigate the impact of internet usage in 
educational attainment. 

B.  Objectives of the Study 

The main objective of the study includes: 

● To diagnose the purpose of utilizing internet. 
● To diagnose if there is any relationship between gender and maximum time spent on the 

internet. 
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● To diagnose if there is any relationship between the ages at which students start to utilize the 

internet and gender. 

● To diagnose the impact of internet utilization in educational attainment. 
 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

According to “Osam Sarfo Estephan (May 2011), In ICT era, students utilize the internet for almost 

everything from communication to research to entertainment. He thought that the amount of time 

consumed on the activities that students perform on the internet somehow depends on a student’s 
gender. He diagnoses student’s favorite activity is using internet. In the study of Nazan Dogruer, 

Ramadan Eyyan, Ipek Menevis (2011) from Eastern Mediterranean University. In their study it was 

clear that the majority of the scholars believed they can utilize the internet as an educational apparatus 

only a very small amount of scholars stated that they were not able to utilize if for educational 
purposes, They recognized certain fields that students felt comfortable while using the internet such as 

the search engine on the internet, which is easily and expertly utilized and preferred by 80% students 

in their study. Moreover the scholars stated that they utilized e-dictionary, e-encyclopedia and 
translation tools for their homework and projects in their experience of study.  

In an investigation, “Emeka and Nyeche (2016) led an examination on web utilize on the scholarly 
presentation of college understudies at college of Abuja, Nigeria. Results 15% utilize web once every 

week, 5% utilize the web once in about fourteen days, 13% utilize the web once in a month, 10% 

utilize the web at times while 2% don't utilize the web. The discoveries show that dominant part of 

understudies utilizes the web each day. The examination uncovered that paying for online 
administrations was an issue in any case; the investigation shoes that web is one of the valuable 

apparatutilizes in this period of IT for business as well as for a scholastic perspective and upgrades the 

aptitude and ability of understudies which help them in studies and expert life. Shehu, Urhefe and 
Promise (2015) explored the openness and utilize of internet providers in Nigeria Libraries. The 

investigation was done utilizing a social overview strategy. In the investigation, understudies were 

solicited on the elements moving utilize from internet providers in the libraries. The investigation 
uncovered that (92%, 89%, 100% and 92%) of the understudies unequivocally concurred that, web 

contain more data, web is progressively helpful to utilize, web is value in the library and web is 

anything but difficult to utilize. On the explanations behind which the staff utilized the web, the 

outcome uncovered that, (67%, 97%, 94%) unequivocally concurred on the purposes behind which 
staff utilized the web in Nigeria libraries,” for example, for explore reason, for current mindfulness 

reason or update of information and to create individual skills among others. 

III. METHODOLOGY 

Data “for the study was gathered by primary data collection method. Primary data was gathered using 
questionnaires, Random sampling method was utilized. The questionnaires were distributed to 286 

students and 280 of them responded. That means the response rate was 97.9%.149 of them were male 

and 131 of them were female. That means 53.2% male and 46.8% female. Descriptive data analysis 

and Chi-Square test are utilized to analyze the data. 

IV. DESCRIPTIVE DATA ANALYSIS 

Statistics is concerned with describing and interpretation of data. It utilizes graphical methods to 

visualize the data. It may be symmetrical or non-symmetrical. Descriptive statistics involves 

organizing the data so it can be easily understood. Descriptive statistics consists of methods for 
organizing and displaying data by using tables, summary measures and graphs. The ways of 

summarizing data are through calculating range, average, standard deviation and percentage 

distribution.” 
 

A.  Chi -Square Test 
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The Chi-Square statistic “is employed to evaluate test of independence of variables which is utilized 

to diagnose whether two variables have a relationship or not which means whether the two variables 

are independent or dependent. The Chi-Square test of goodness of fit is a supreme test for testing the 
significance of the difference between theory and experiment. This test enable us to find whether the 

deviation from the theory is just by chance or whether it is really viewed to insufficiency of the theory 

to fit the data. The Chi-Square test is also known as a non-parametric test or the distribution free test.  

Conditions for the Validity of Chi- Square Test 

● The sample observations should be unconventional. 

● The grand total of observed frequencies must be equivalent to the grand total of expected 

frequencies. 
● The total frequency should be reasonably large. 

● No theoretical frequency should be less than 5.” 

B. Data Representation and Analysis 

1) Age: 

 

Fig. 1 The above bar chart reveals that 174 respondents are under the age of 18-20, 86 respondents are 
under the age of 21-23 and 22 respondents are above 24. 
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2) Gender: 

 

Fig. 2 The pie chart above illustrates the gender of students. 53.2% of the respondents are male and 

46.8% of the respondents are female. 

3) Reason for Using Internet: 
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Fig. 3 “The above table shows that 21.29% of respondents are using internet for entertainment, 

19.03% of respondents are using internet for education, 9.56% of the respondents are using internet 
for news, 7.56% of respondents are using internet for research, 17.90% of respondents are using 

internet for communication, 13.99% of respondents are using internet for shopping, 8.17% of 

respondents are using internet for surfing and 2.52% of respondents are using internet for other 

purposes. It can be inferred that most of the respondents were using internet for entertainment.” 

4) Social Media: ñSocial media refers to applications that are utilized communicate and share 

content quickly and efficiently. Social media is computer based technology that enables 
sharing of ideas, thoughts and information. Social media gives utilizers electronic 

communication of content in quick way. “ 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Fig. 4 The pie chart above shows that 47.3% of respondents are using WhatsApp, 34.1% of 

respondents are using Instagram and 9.5% of respondents are using twitter, 3.3% of respondents are 
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using LinkedIn, 2.9% of respondents are using Facebook. So it is clear that maximum number of 

students utilize whatsapp. 

5) Education: The internet provides facilities for students to do research, project, assignment 

and development.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 5 The pie chart above shows that 14.4% of respondents utilize internet for research, 27.8% 

respondents utilize internet for project, 30.9% of respondents utilize internet for assignment, 26.9% of 
respondents utilize internet to gain knowledge. It can be inferred that most of the respondents utilize 

internet for doing assignment. 

6) Most Utilized Search Engine: 
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Fig. 6 The bar chart above shows the most utilized search engine. 260 respondents utilize Google, 11 

respondents utilize yahoo, 2 respondents utilize Bing, 3 respondents utilize other search engine and 

none of the respondents utilize ask. It can be inferred that most of the respondents utilize Google. 

7) Maximum Time Spent on the Internet: 

 

Fig. 7 The table above shows that 7.94% of respondents utilize internet for 10-30 minutes, 24.91% of 
respondents utilize internet for 40-60 minutes and 67.15% of respondents utilize internet more than an 

hour. It can be inferred that most of the respondents utilize internet above one hour. 

 

 

8) Usage of Internet for Education Purpose: 
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Fig. 8 The table above shows that 38.12% of respondents are using internet for E-books, 14.37% of 

respondents utilize internet for E-journals, 18.16% of respondents utilize internet for E-dictionary and 

29.34% of respondents utilize internet for lecture notes. It can be inferred that most of the respondents 
utilize internet for E-books. 

9) Impact of Internet Usage in Academic Performances: 

 

Fig. 9 The table above shows that 66.42% of respondents CGPA have improved, 3.32% of 

respondents CGPA have decreased and 30.26% of respondents have no impact in their CGPA. It can 

be inferred that the usage of internet has a positive impact in the academic performances of the 
respondents. 

10) Time Spent on Social Media: 
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Fig. 10 The tables above shows that 11.40% of respondents utilize social media less than 30 minutes, 

14.71% of respondents utilize social media for 30-60 minutes, 23.16% respondents utilize social 

media for 1-2 hours, 31.99% of respondents utilize social media for 2-3 hours and 18.75% of 
respondents utilize social media more than 3 hours. It can be inferred that most of the respondents 

spend 2-3 hours in social media. 

11) Reason for Using Social Media: 

 

Fig. 11 “The table above shows that 19.72% of respondents utilize social media for keeping in touch 

with friends and family, 4.34% of respondents utilize social media for event planning, 5.60% of 

respondents utilize social media for buying and selling, 6.10% of respondents utilize social media for 

inspiration, 8.77% of respondents utilize social media for news, 9.69% of respondents utilize social 
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media to meet new friends, 4.85% of respondents utilize social media to find employment, 12.95% of 

respondents utilize social media to see news feed, 10.44 % of respondents utilize social media to 

browse, 15.79% of respondents utilize social media for chatting, 1.75% of respondents utilize social 
media for other purposes. It can be inferred that most of the respondents utilize social media for 

keeping in touch with friends and family.” 

C. Measures of Association 

“This test is utilized to diagnose whether there is a significant relationship between two categorical 
variables. The tool that is utilized to perform the Chi-Square test is    R Studio. 

1) Test 1: Association between the age at which students start to access the internet and gender. 

This test is to diagnose whether there is a relationship between the age at which students start to 

access the internet and gender. 

Null hypothesis: 

H0: There is no association between the age at which students start to access the internet and gender. 

Alternative hypothesis: 

H1: There is an association between the age at which students start to access the internet and gender. 

Level of significance: α=0.05” 

 

Fig. 12 Chi – square test to diagnose whether there is a relationship between the age at which students 

start to access the internet and gender. 

“Since the obtained p-value is less than the level of significance the decision is to reject the null 

hypothesis and it can be inferred that there is an association between the age students start to access 

the internet and gender. 

2) Test 2: Association between gender and maximum time spent on the internet. 

This test is to diagnose whether there is a relationship between the gender and the maximum time 

spent on the internet. 

Null hypothesis: 

H0: There is no association between gender and maximum time spent on the internet. 

Alternative hypothesis: 
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H1: There is an association between gender and maximum time spent on the internet.” 

Level of significance: α=0.05 

 

Fig. 13 Chi – square test to diagnose whether there is a relationship between the gender and the 

maximum time spent on the internet. 

“Since the obtained p-value is less than the level of significance the decision is to reject the null 
hypothesis and it can be inferred that there is an association between gender and maximum time spent 

on the internet. 

3) Test 3: Association between gender and most utilized social media. 

This test is to diagnose whether there is a relationship between the gender and most utilized social 
media. 

Null hypothesis: 

H0: There is no association between gender and most utilized social media. 

Alternative hypothesis: 

H1: There is an association between gender and most utilized social media.” 

Level of significance: α=0.05 

 

Fig. 14 Chi – square test to diagnose whether there is a relationship between the gender and most 
utilized social media. 

“Since the obtained p-value is less than the level of significance the decision is to reject the null 
hypothesis and it can be inferred that there is an association between gender and most utilized social 

media. 

4) Test 4: Association between gender and preferred location to utilize the internet.  
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This test is to diagnose whether there is a relationship between the gender and preferred locations to 

utilize the internet. 

Null hypothesis: 

H0: There is no association between gender and preferred location to utilize the internet. 

Alternative hypothesis: 

H1: There is an association between gender and preferred location to utilize the internet.” 

Level of significance: α=0.05 

 

Fig. 15 Chi – square test to diagnose whether there is a relationship between the gender and preferred 

locations to utilize the internet. 

“Since the obtained p-value is less than the level of significance the decision is to reject the null 
hypothesis and it can be inferred that there is an association between gender and preferred location to 

utilize the internet. 

5) Test 5: Association between gender and lesson received on how to stay safe on the internet. 

This test is to diagnose whether there is a relationship between the gender and lesson received on how 
to stay safe on the internet. 

Null hypothesis: 

H0: There is no association between gender and lesson received on how to stay safe on the internet. 

Alternative hypothesis: 

H1: There is an association between gender and lesson received on how to stay safe on the internet.” 

Level of significance: α=0.05 

 

Fig. 16 Chi – square test to diagnose whether there is a relationship between the gender and lesson 
received on how to stay safe on the internet. 
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Since the obtained p-value is less than the level of significance the decision is to reject the null 

hypothesis and it can be inferred that there is an association between gender and lesson received on 

how to stay safe on the internet. 

V. CONCLUSION 

Utilization of the internet is a piece of student's day by day schedule. “It is coordinated into their day 

by day communication habits and has become an innovation as normal as the phone or TV. The most 

extreme time spent on the web relies upon sexual orientation. The age at which students begin to get 
to the web relies upon the sexual orientation. Most students lean toward web for Entertainment, Next 

to amusementt VIT students utilize web assets for training. The most significant thing is to remain 

safe on web. From this investigation it very well may be inferred that the vast majority of the 
respondents have gotten exercise on the most proficient method to remain safe on the web. The 

greater part of the respondents has a positive effect in their scholastic exhibitions by utilizing web.” 
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